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7. DESCRIPTION

(Chock Ono)
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CONDITION
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1 Altered [7] Unoltered 7] Moved [¥ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND QRIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

substantial houses were designated as '"forts", This house was one of these
and was known as "Fort Harrison'". Originally it was surrounded by a palisade
and stoxies of an underground passage to the nearby spring have long existed,

The original house was built of limestone with two foot thick walls. It
contained four rooms and center hall with end chimneys serving fireplaces in
each room, The limestone chimneys here are not a part of the wall comstructi
but are separate units. There is no evidence of a cellar to this house at
present and whether one ever existed is undetermined, It is probable that
other facilities were housed within the fort in other buildings which no
longer exist.

The brick extension to the north which was constructed in the early 1800's
contains six rooms with a boxed staircase which ascends to the attic in the
stone section. There are four significant fireplaces in this section with
original mantels. The mantels and stair in the stone section are not
original but were added during the renovation in the late 1800's. The stone
walls also were stuccoed at that time. The window casings in the brick
section are tapered and very fine in their execution. The windows in the

although the locks have been changed. A later front porch has since been
removed,

The stone and brick sections of this house are in a bad state of deterioratio

and have been deemed unsafe for occupancy. Despite the alterations the house
maintains its early profile with steep gable roof and wide chimmey caps.

ILT

During the French and Indian War (1754-1763) the leglslature of Virginia passpd
numerous acts for the defense of the frontiers and many of the already existing

DTl

stone section were enlarged in the renovation, Floors and doors may be origina
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BTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The austere Daniel Harrisonm House is one of the oldest houses in the
Shenandoah Valley, and is closely associated with the early history of
Rockingham County. The builder, Daniel Harrison (1701-1770) was the eldest
son of Isaiah Harrison and his second wife, Abigail Smith. The Harrisons
came to America around 1688 and settled at Qyster Bay, Long Island. They
later migrated to Sussex County, Delaware, and then moved into Rockingham
County around 1738. Daniel Harxrison settled near the headwaters of Cook's
Creek, in the vicinity of the present village of Dayton, and built his
massive stone house between 1746 and 1749. The house became a center of
frontier life and served as a defensive structure during the French and
Indian War, at which time it was designated "Fort Harrison'". The Vestry of
Augusta Parish authorized a Chapel of Ease at "Daniel Harrison's Plantation!
with Anglican services being held either in the house or an adjacent
structure. Nearby, Harrison operated a grist mill, distillery, and general
store,

Daniel Harrison, his brothers and descendants were men of prominence
in Rockingham County. The city of Harrisonmburg was named for Thomas
Harrison, a brother. Daniel Harrison's son, Benjamin Harrison (1741-1819),

and also commanded Rockingham County militia units during the Revolution.
A grandson, Peachy Harrison (1777-1851) was a prominent physician, as was
his son, Peachy Rush Harrison. Another of Peachy Harrison sons, Gessner
Harrison (1807-1862), was a prominment educator, and served for many years
as professor of ancient languages at the University of Virginia.

for a hundred years, inherited first by Benjamin Harrison in 1819, and then
Peachy Harrison in 1848. 1In 1849 it became the property of John Allebaugh,
and in 1856 it was purchased by J. N. Liggett. In 1866 it was purchased by
William H. and Solomon Burtner., Solomon Burtner became sole owner in 1870,
and under him the house was altered extensively. The interior was largely
rebuilt, the windows altered, and the stonework stuccoed. The house was
purchased by the present owner, E. L. Koogler, in 1917. ‘

ILT.

commanded a company of Augusta County troops at the Battle of Point Pleasant

The house remained im the Harrison family through succeeding generations

by
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STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Presetrvation Act of 1966 (Public Law
B89.665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [ State _t Local [J

Name
Junius R, Fishburme, Jr. Directorx

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commissior
Title

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

Netional Register.

Diroctor, Office of Archeology and Histeric Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Date

Keeper of The National Register

GiPO 931.894
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